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qr C viftola Cbiiftofori Colom:cuf etae rioftra multü debet: de 
*nfulíe $ndíe fupra Gangem nuper ínuétie-fld quae pergrenr 
das octauo antea menfe aufpícííe ere inuictiffemoy fernádí 
Delífabet DDífpaníag Regü miffue fucrat: ad magnificum dfim 
Gabrielem Sancbíe eozundé fereníffimog Regum 3r efauraríiüi 
miffa:quá nobílíe ac lítteratue vír Leander de Cofco ab Dífpa 
no ídíomate ín latinum cóuertít tertío kate 92aíí 9D«cecc-rciff 
pontíficatue £llexandri Certi Sinno primo: 


fuiffe gratum tibí foze fcío:bae conftítui exarare: quete 

vníufcuiufa; reí in boc noftro itinere gefte íntienteq; ad/ 
moneant:ALrícelimotertío díe poftqs Gadibus dífceffi íi mare 
"jndícü perueni:vbi plurimae ínfulae innumeris babítatae bo» 
minibus repperí:quarum omníum pro felíciffimo Rege noftro 
pieconío celebzato veríllie extenfig contradícente nemíne pofr 
feffionem accepi:pzimeas earum díuí Saluatozíe nomen ímpor 
fuí:cuiuefretue auxílio tam ad banc qp ad ceterae aliae peruer 
nímue.€am »o ndi Guanabanin vocant-Zlliarü etíam vnam 
quangsnouo nomínenuncupaui s quippe alíá infulam €jarcte 
SDarie Conceptíonie-alíam f'ernandinam- aliam Dpfabellarite 
aliam joanam-1 fic de relíquíe appellari iuffi«Cuim primum iu 
cam infulam quam dudum joanam vocarí díri appulimis: íui 
rta eíue líttus occídentem verfue aliquantulumproceffi:tamqg 
cam magnam nullo reperto fine inení:vt non infulá: fed conti 
nentem C bataí prouinciam effe credíderím: nullatfi vídene op 
pída muníicipiaue ín marízimís fita confiníb? pzeter aliquos ví» 
co9 7 pzedía ruftíca:cunrquog incolíe loquí nequibam-quare fi 
mul acfiog vídebant furripiebant fugam « progrediebar vltras 
criftimansaliquáme vrbem villafue ínnenturü-O'enígs viden 
q-longe admodum piogreffie níbil nouí emergebatza bruói vía 
196 ad Geptentrionem deferebat:q ípfe fugere eroptabá:terrig 

etenim regnabat bruma:ad Biuftrumg crat ín voto cótenderez 


Q 'Coníam füfcepte prouintíe rem perfectam me?fecutum 
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nec minue ventí flagitantib? fuccedebat conftítui alice no ope 
riri fucceffue:1 fic retrocedene ad port quenda quem fignaue/ 
ram fum reuerfug:vnde duos boies ex noftrie ín terrá mifi: qué 
inueitígarét effet ne Rer ín ea prouincía vrbefue alique- Ti per 
treà diea ambularunt ínuenerüitgy inumeros populos 2 babita; 
tío3ea:paruae tfi t abfgg vllo regimine quapropter redierunt» 
"Interea ego íam intellepceram a qbnfdam jndis quos íbíde fu 
(ceperá quó bmóí prouíncía infula quídem erat: tic perrerí ozí 
entem verfus eíue femp ftringee líttora vfg; ad mílíaría-cccxríi 
vbi ípftug infulefünt eptrema:bincalí& infulam ad o-fenté pro 
fperí diftanté ab bac Joana milíarib? lítíi.quá protítue Ditpa 
nam dirí:ín ears conceffi  direrí íter quafi per Septentrione 
quemadmodum ín joaria ad o:ierites míliaría-dlríiii:que dicta 
"$oana 1 alie ibid infule dsferciliffimeeriftunt-Ioec multie a*q; 
tutiffinie tlatíe necalíía quoe vndp víderím cóparandíe por 
tíbuieeft círcundata«multi marímí « falubzee banc interffuunt 
flusií:multi quogg remínentiffimi ín ea fnnt montee- Omnes 
bcínfidle (ant pulcberríme « varía diftinctefigurio:puie:t ma 
xima arboz varíetate fidera lambentíi plenexquae nunqpfolíie 
priuarí credo-Quuíppe vídí cae ita vírentee atqg decorae ceu me 
fe qDaío ín Difpanía fo'ent effe:quaz alíe flo:éteo alie frutto: 
fezilíeín alío ftatu fm vníufcutufas qualitatt vígebant: garríe/ 
bat pbilomela 4 alíi paffereo varíí acinymerí mefe''uouembzió 
quo ipfe per eas deambulabá-Gunt peterea ín dicta infula joa 
na feptt vel octo palmay genera q procerítate 1 pulcbritudinie 
quéadmodii cetere o&e arboee:berbe:fructofas nrae facile cru: 
perát.üt v mírabílee pín? agrí prata vaftíffima:varie atiee: 
'varía mella:varíaqs metalla ferro ezcepto*n ea aüt quá Dífpa 
mam fupra dírim? nuncupari marímí funt mótee ac pulcbzís va 


fta rura-nemo:a:campi fcracifftmi ferí pafcías « 2dendíe edifici 


ieaptiffimi-Tyo:tuii ín bac ínfüla cómodírae 4 preftan.ía flumí 
ni copíà falubzítate admirta botm:q nífi quíe viderít:credulita 
te; fuperat- Tai? arbozce pafcua 1 fructue multi ab íllie joane 








differunt.Dec preterea 'DDífpana díuerfo aromatis genere-auro 
metallífq; abundat-cuíue quídein 4 oium alíag quae ego vidi * 
1quaz cognítíone babeo incole vtríufas fezue nudi femper ince 
dunt queadmodii edunt ín lucem:pzeter aliquae femínae:q fo; 
lio frondeuea'iqua aut bombícino velo pudenda operiunt: qà 
ipfe fibi ad íd negocíi parant-Carent íí oee(vt fpza diri )quo 
cgs genere ferri«caret 4 armíe vtpotetibi ignetíe necad ea füt 
apti:nó ppter co:poría defonmítatem cB fint benefozmati : fed 
ga funt rímidi ac pleni formídine-geftant tfi pro armíe armfidi: 
ne folepuftae:ín quaz radicib? baftíle quoddà lígnet fici et 
in mucronem attenuatü figunt:negg fie audét iugiter vtíz nà fe 
pe euenit cii miferím duos vel trie boiee ex meíe ad aliquas víl 
lae vt cá eag loquerent íncolie:exiíffe agmen glomeratü ex dn 
día:1 voi nroe appropinquare videbant fugá celeriter arrípuifz 
fe defpieti a pate líbería z econtra-«t bocnó qv cuipiam eon. dà 
num aliqó vel íaturía illata fuerítzimo ad quofciigs appuli a quí 
bue cii verbum facere potuí:quícgd babebá fum elargítue: pan 
num alíags omulca nulla míbi facta verfüra: fed funt natura pa 
uidi ac tími 1i-Ceteg vi fe cernunt tutoe oí metn rcpulfos funt 
alnodumfimplices ac bone ft3eí 1 ín oib? que babzt liberalíffi 
mí;rogi1ti 35 poffidet ínficia? nemo:quín ípfi rios ad íd pofce 
dá inuitác Darm erga o£a amos piefeferunt:dant queg; ma 
ga proparuig:minima I5 re nibíloue atentí.ego atti pbibuí ne 
tá míala vmalli? precii bifce darent : vt funt lancíe: parapfidi 
vtri fragmenta-íteclaat fígule quan fi boc poterát adípifcf 
videbat eià pulcberzimá madi poffidere íócalía-giccídit-n-que 
dam nauítam tantü aurí pódue babuiffe pro vria lígula quanti 
funt tree auri folidi.a fic alioe pro alíía minozíe pzeciízpfertím 
p:o blanqníe nouie:quibuf1á nümis aüreío: p qb? babédíe da 
bant quicquid petebat vedítor: puta vncíam c& dimidia duàe 
auri:vel triginta quadraginta bombicío pondo: quà ípfi íam 
nouerant tes arcuum-ampbozesbpdríe-dolííq fragmenta bom 
bice t auro tandi beftie comparabant«quod quía iníquum fane 














erat vetuí:dedíay eío multa pulcb1a 4 grata que mecü colerá nul 
lo interueníente pzernío-vt eoe mibí factlíue 2cílíarem fterentqg 
xpícolet vt fint pioní ín amorem erga Regé Regina princíptéqs 
noftros « vníuerfae gentee Difpanieac ftudeant perquírere cov 
aceruare cagj nobíe tradere quib? ípfi affi nunt nce magnope 
reindigenus.Rullamít no:unt ídolatríam: imo firmíffime cre 
düt o£ vim:otm potentíam:oia deni-y: bona effe ín celo : meg 
inde cum bía nauibus « nautíe defcédiffe:atqs boc animo vbígg 
fui fufceptue poftip metum repulerant-Rec funt fcgnee aut ru 
dea:quín fummi ac perfpicacie íngentí: bomísee quí tranffre^ 
tant marc íllud nó fine admíratioe vniufcuiufgs reí ratione red: 
dunt:fed nundj víderüt gentes veftítae neg; naueebmói- €go 
ftarím atgsad mare illud peruení e prima ínfula quofdá "$ndog 
violenter arrípui:qui edífcerent a nobie 1 noe paríter docerent 
taquox ípft ín íifce partibus cognítionem babebant : ter voto 
f'ücceffit:nam bzeuí nos ípfog:t tí noe tum geftu acfigníe: tum 
eer»ío íntellererunt:magnog nobis fucre emolumento: venit 
t104o mecum quí femper putant me defiluiffe e ce'o:quauíe díu 
nobífcum verfati fuerínt bodies verfentur-«et íí erant primi quí 
ád quocungs appellabamus nuntíabant:alíi deíncepe alife clar 
ta voce dicenteaCfeníte venite t videbítío g&rea etbereae Qua 
obrem tam femíne iB virí:tam impuberee q; adultí : tá íuueneg 
(pfenea depolita formídíne paulo ante 2cepta noecertatím vífe 
bantmagua iter ftipante caterua:a'íie cíbum:aliie potum affer 
tentíbua maríno cum amoze ac beníuolentía íncredibílí-T»abet 
vnaqueg íafula multas fcapbae folídí lígní: fi anguftae-lonr 
gitudine ti ac forma noftríebíremíbue fimílea:curfu atit velor 
Cíorea- Reguntur remis tantümodo- 12ag queda; funt magne: 
quedam parne:quedá ín medío confiftüt-plurce tfi bíremi que 
remíget duodeuiginti tranftríe maíoreo:cü quibue ín oce illae 
érifulas:que íinnumere fant:traíícítur- cumgs iíafnam mercatu/ 
tam erercenta ínter coe comertía frunt-glliquae cgo barvm bít 
«emiü fzu fcapbay vídí Q velebantíeptuaginta 4 octuaginta ve 








migeo jn omníbus ííe ínfulíe nulla eft diuerfitae inter gentíg 
eífigica:nulla ín mozibue atq; loquela: quín oce fe ííntelligunt 
adínufcem:que ree perutílig eft ad íd qó fereníffimoe Regee no 
ftroe eroptare pzecípue reo::fcs eoy ad fctám rpí fidem puerfior 
nen-cuí qdem quanti intelligere potui facillimi funt et proni. 
D iri quéadmodü fum progreffue anteaínfolam "Joanam per re 
crum rramítem occafue ín o:íenteni mílíaría-cccrrii-fm quà vía 
2 ínteruallum ítinerío poffum dícere banc joanam effe maíozeg 
&inglía « Ccotía fimnl-nág; vltra dicta-cccrrií: paffiiimilíaín 
ta parteque ad occidentem profpectat due:quas nó petíí: fuper 
funt prouíncíe:quag altera ndí finan vocant cuiue accole cau 
datí nafcuntur. Lendunt ín longitudínes ad mílíaría.clyxx.vt 
ab bíe quoe vebo mecü "jndís percepí:quíote bae callent ínfur 
lae oífpaneo»o ambít? maío: eft tota DDifpanía a Coloría vfgg 
ad fontem rabidum 1Dírtcgs facile arguit q quartum eíre latug 
quod ipfe per rectá linea occídentig ín ozíentem traíeci mílíaría 
contínet-dxl-Decinfula eft affectanda 2 affectata nó fpernenda 
fn qua « fi alíag oim vt dírí pro inuíctiffimo Rege noftro fclen 
níter poffcffionem accepízearüq; imperíum dícto Regí penítug 
cómíttitur:ín opozturío: tii loco atqs omní lucro et ccmertío 
condecentí cuíufdá magne villezcuí P.atíuítatío diii nomen de; 
dímue:poffefftonem peculíaríter accepí s ibíq; arcem quandom 
erigere etemp'o iuffisque modo fam debet effe pactazín qua bo 
mínee quí neceffarit funt vífi cà omni armog genere 1 vItra an 
num víctu opoztuno relíquí- Jtem quandá caranellá « p:o alíie 
conftruendie tam ín bacarte qp ín ceteríe perítoe: ac efufde ín 
fule'Regie erga coe beníuolentíam 7 familiaritate íncredibileg 
Guntením genteeílle amabilee admodum t benígne:seo qj Rer 
piedíctue me fratré fuii dící gloxíaba? «Ct fiatim revocarent et 
fie quí ín arce manferunt nocere velíntsequeunt: qa armíe ca 
rent:nudt íncedüit  nímiü tímidi:ideo díctà arcem tenétce dun 
tarat pfit totá cam ínfulam nullofibi imínete dífcríimine popu 
larízdummoó legee quae dedím? ac regímen no ercedát« jn oib? 





iio infulíe vt íntellerí quif; vní tm »íugi acquíefcit:pzeter prifn 
Cipea aut regee:qous viginti bze lícet- femine magíe d vírí la 
borare videntur. nec bene potuí intelligere an babeát bona pro 
pita:vidi enim qy venue babebat alíío impartirí:pzefertím dapea 
obfonía bmór-Rlallum apud eos monttrü reperí vt plerígs eríe 
ftimabant:fed boiee magne reuerentíe atqg benfgnos- eec funt 
nigri velut etbíopee-babent crínes planoe  demiffos. non dez 
güt vbi radiog folarie emícat calo» pmagna nang; bíc eft folis 
vebement:a:propterea qp ab equínoctíalí línea diftat-Cjbi víden. 
tur adus fec 1 viginti er monti cacumíníb?-ODarimü quogg 
viget frigua:fed id q dem moderatur ndi tum locí cófuetudi 
ne.tum rer calídiffunag quib?frequenter 1 lInguríofe vefcunt 
piefidio.17ags móftra aliqua nó vídi neq; eoz alícubi babuí co 
gnitíonzm.ercepta quadá infula Cbarís nuncupata: quefecun 
da er D. fpanía in jadíam trantfretantib? exíftic.quà gene que 
dam a finítimís babíta ferocio: íncolit- TDi carne bumana vefcü 
tur«Dabent pzedícti bíremíü genera pluríma gbus ín ote ndi, 
caa ínfulastraíiciunt depredantfurripiunt queciig; pht- Flibil 
a alite differunrnift q'gerütmoze femineo longos críneg rtüj/ 
tur arcu»?4 fpiculia aradíneief rig vr dirim? in grofftozi par 
tz atteiatiebaftilib?.ideoqs babent ferocee:quare ceterí $ndí 
ineroauto metu p'ectunt :fed bos ego níbili facio plus dsaliog 
Di fata cobennt cü quibufda femínie:que foleínfolá QDareur 
nín primá ex Dilpaaía ín $ndiá traíícientib? babitant- De atit 
femíne nu'li fui fegua opus exercent:vtuntur ením arcubus et, 
fpiculie ficut dz eag »iugibus diri muníunt fefz laminíe eneia 
quag marima apud eae.copía eríftit.zllía mibi íafulà affirmát 
fap:adicta Difpada maíozé:eíue incole cart pílía- aurogsinter 
3'ia3 poríffimi eruberat-Daíue ínfule 1 alíaz quae vídi boieg 
imeci pozzo quí bog que díri teftímoníü perbibet- Denígsvt no 
ftri difceffas t.celerig reuerfionío compendí& ac emolumentum 
b'euibie a&tríngá boc po'líceoz:me noftríe Regibus ínuictiffs 
mía paruo cog fultà auxilíostantüanrí daturi quant eie fue 





rítopie.tm vero aromatum-bombícfe-maftície:q apud Cbivm 
duntarat ínnenítur- tantüig; lígni aloee- tantum feroz bpdo/ 
latrarum:quantum eorum maicftae voluerít erigere: it: m rct 
barbarum x alia aromatum genera que ii quos ín dicta arce relí 
qui iam ínucníffe atq; inuenturos críftimo « qfiquídem ego nl 
libí magíe fum moratus níii quantur me coegerunt veriti:p 2e" 
terij in villa Ratíuíratis:dum arces condere? tuta oia effe pro 
uídi.Que x fi maría x inaudíta funt:multo tti maíoza fozet 
finauce míbí vt ratío exigit fubaeniffent-Cjep mpl vmac mira 
bile boc:nec noftría merítio co:rrcfpondene:fed faricte € b:iftía/ 
nc fidei:noftroxumq? Regum píetatí ac religioni: quía qnod bu 
manus confequí nó poterat íntellectue:íd b manie cócefftt dí 
uínue-Golet ením deus feruue fuoe:quig; fua precepta díligüt 
4 in ímpoffibilibue eraudire:vt nobíe ín prefentía contigit:cut 
ea coufecutí fumus que bactenus mortalium víree mínime attí 
gerant:nam fi bari ínfulay quípíam aliquid fcrípferunt autlo 
cuti funt:omnesg per ambagee 1 cóiecturae-nemo fe eae vidiffe 
afferit.- yide prop: vídebatur fabula- gitur Rer 1 Regína pzin 
cepfas ac eog regna felíciff ma cuncteg; alí^ Cbriftíancg prouin 
cie Saluato:í dio noftro 3efu Cbrifto agam? gratíae: qui tan 
tanos rícto:ía munere; donauít:celebrentur p:oceffionce-per 
agantur folennía facra:feftag; fronde velentur celub:a- exultet 
C biiftue in terría quemadmodum ín celie erultat:quom tot po 
pulo:um perdítag ante bac animae falnatum írí pieuídet- ete 
mur t noe:cum propter eraltationem noftre fideí- tum picpter 
rerum tempo2zalíum íncrementa:quoy non folum Dífpanía fed 
eníuerfa Cbriftianitae eft futura partícepe*  Decvtgeftafunt 
fic bzeuiter enarraca. GaleGilif boae pridie Tdus £Dartií- 


Cbiiftofo:e Colom Oceane claffie T»:efectue- 














KIC pigramma-R.T.-de Co:baría Cpífcopí QJonti fpalufif. 
d jnuictiffimum Regem Dífpaniarum. 


jam nulla Dífpanie tellue addenda ZZríumpbie 
Bty parum tantíe víribue o:bíe erat. 

Runc longe €oie regio depienfa fub vndíe» 
Buctura eft títuloe Betíce magne tuoe: 

Onde repertozí meríto referenda Colombo 
Ciratía:fed fummo eft maío: babéda deo». 

Qui vincenda parat noua Regna tibíg; fibígs 
JLeqs fimul foztem pzeftat « effe pium. 





A LETTER 


or 


Christopher Columbus. 





Aving now accomplifhed the undertakingupon which 

I fet out, I know that it will be agreeable to you to 

be informed of all that I have done and difcovered 

in my voyage. On the thirty-third day after | had 

left Cadiz, .I reached the Indian Ocean, where I 

found a great many iílands, peopled by innumerable inhabi- 
tants, of all which I took poffeffion, without refiftance, in the 
name of our moft illuftrious King, with public proclamation 
and hoifting our colours, To the firft of thefe iflands, I gave 
the name of the Divine Saviour, trufting to whofe protection 
I had reached it and all the reft. [ts Indian name, however, 
is Guana-hanyx. Inlike manner, Il gave new names to the 
whole. One was named from Holy Mary of the Conception, 
another Fernandina, another lfabella, another Joanna, and in 
like manner of the ret. When we landed upon that ifland, 
which, I have juft faid, was named Joanna, Il proceeded along 
its (hore, fomewhat towards the weft, and found it of fo great 
an extent, without any apparent termination, that I conceiv- 
ed it not to be an ifland, but part of the Continent, a pro- 
vince of Cathay. However, you fee neither cities nor towns 
fituated on its fhores, only a few villages and rural farms. I 
could not enter into converfation with its inhabitants ; and, 
accordingly, as foon as they faw us they took flight.  Ladvan- 
ced forward, thinking that [ fhould find fome town, or country 
houfes ; but, at length, perceiving that nothing new was likely 
to appear, however far we might go, and that our progrefs was 
carrying us directly north, which I was particularly defirous 
to avoid, as winter was now fet in, and the winds were befides 
favourable for our voyage fouthwards, the direction which I 
wifhed, [ determined to make no further fearch, but returned 
to a harbour, whofe fituation I had marked. .. 1 notwithftand- 
ing fent from hence two of our men into the. country, to in- 
quire, whether there were any king or cities in the province. 
They 








4A Letter of Chriftopher Columbus. 


They purfued their courfe for three days; and met with innu- 
merable people and inhabitants, a paluy race, however, and 
without any government; fo they returned. 1 had, in the 
mean time, been informed. by fome Endians, whom I found 
there, that the country was in fa& an ifland. I accordingly 
proceeded towards the eaft, always keeping along the fhores, 
for three hundred and twenty-two miles, where the ifland is 
terminated. From hence I faw another iflapd to the eaft, 
diftant from this of Joanna 54 miles, to which I immediately 
gave the name of Hifpatía; átíd itiade for it; As I had before 
done at Joanna, I| courfed along it to the eaft, by the 
hortli; for 564 miles. Joana, aud tlie reft of thefe iflands, 
are aftonifhingly fertile. "This one is furroutided by the fafeft 
and moft admirable harbóurs which I ever faw: there are 
likewife in it mány very lófty mountains. All thefe iflands 
are very beautifully fhaped; in à great diverfity of forms, 
They abound iu the fitieft váriety of trees, fo lofty that they 
feem to reach the ftars, never, I believe, without foliage 5 for, 
when I faw them; they were a8 beautiful áànd greem às our 
trees in Spain are ia the niorith of May ; fome in flower, others 
bearing fruit, others in a different ftate, but each moft füited 
to it& quality. The nightingale, and intiumerable otlier birds 
of all kinds, fung aniidft their fades: and yet it wàs the 
month of November when I paffed under them. In the above 
mentioned ifland of Joanna, there are moreover feven or eight 
kinds of palin-trees ; which, for ftature ánd beauty (as indeed 
may be faid of all théir other trees, herbs; and fruits), far fur- 
pafsours. "There are pines, too, of àn ádmiráble beauty, fields 
and meadows of the atimoft extent, birds of many different fpe- 
cies, honey of various flavours, metals of all kinds, except iron. 
In that one which, as I have already faid, I called Hifparia, 
the mountains are the higheft, the coüntry ànd woods are of 
great extent, the meadows very früitful, and particularly well 
adapted for corn, pafture, or the fituation of houfes, The 
convenience of tlie harbours in this iflarnid, and the abundance 
and falubrity of the rivers, muft almoft exceed the belief 'of 
thofe who have not feen them. Ts tíees, paftures, and fruits, 
are very different from thofe in Joaütíà. Tt abounds befides 
in various forts of aromátics, in gold ànd metals. —'Óf this 
ifland, and of all the others which I'lia«e feen or obtainéd'an$ 
knowledge of, the inhabitants'go naked, both fexes alike; fuR 
as they wére born; except that foltie'of tHe Wwaáüién have a 
leaf, or fome fort of 'cotton €overing, Which they themfelvés 
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prepare fot that pürpofe, about their middle. As I have al- 
ready faid, all thefe people are utterly without iron' of any 
fort ; they are alfo without arms, of which they know not the 
ufe, and indeed would be ill adapted to make ufe of tiem ; 
not from any bodily defeéis, for they are well formed, but be- 
caufe they are remarkably timid and fearful. . The only kinds 
of arms they poffefs are canes parched in the fun, on the roots 
of which they fix a fort of fpearhead of dry wood fharpened 
into a point : yet thefe they do not often dare to ufe, for it 
frequently happened that when I had fent two or three of my 
men to fome of the villages that they might have communi- 
cation with their inhabitants, a whole body of Indians would 
come out ; but no fooner did they fee our men approach, than 
off they fet, parents deferting their children, ànd children 
their parents without any fcruplé. Nor was this owing to any 
violence on my part, as [ was particularly anxious that they 
fhould meet with no injury ; on the contrary, among what- 
ever people L landed, or whom I could bring to à conference, 
I always imparted to them, in quantities, whatever I happen- 
ed to have, fuch as cloths and many other things, nor took 
any thing from them in return, But they are by nature of a 
very timid difpofition. Whenever they know themfelves to 
be in fafety however, and get over their fears, they are an un- 
commonly fimple and honeft people, very liberal in befiowing 
whatever they poffefs. . They never refufe a requeft; nay they 
themfelves invited us to make demands of them. They have 
in truth a fhow of the greateft good will to all: they give 
things of great value for what is of fcarce any, and are indeed 
content with very little or almoft nothing ' in exchange. I 
however made a point that they fhould not be impofed upon 
by the very trifling and worthlefs articles which were apt to be 
given them, fuch as broken bits of earthenware, or of glafs, 
likewife.nails ; although the truth is, if they might but obtain 
thefe, they thought themfelves poffeffed of the moft beautifül 
ornaments in the world. .A failor, on one occafion, got for 
one nail as great a weight of gold as would have made three 
golden nobles : and in the fame way, for other artieles of ftill 
lefs value, they gave whatever the purchafer was inclined to 
afk them. But becaufe I felt this to be an unjuft fpecies of 
traffic, I forbid it ; and gave them many ufeful and beautiful 
articles which.I had brought along with me, without any re- 
turnbeing afked, that I mightrender them more friendly to me, 
that; L might gain them over to the Chriftian faith, that they 
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might be well affected towards our King, Queen, Nobles, and 
the whole Spanifh people, and fearch out for thofe things 
in which themfelves abound, and of which we are much in 
want, and, laying up ftores of them, have wherewithal to enter 
into traffic with us. They have no idolatry amongft them ; 
but feem to have a firm perfuafion, that all force, power, and 
all good things, are from Heaven, from whence indeed they 
imagined that I had come down with my (hips and. failors ; 
as I difcovered from them, after they had fo far loft their ap- 
prehenfions as to converfe with us... They are neither fluggifh, 
nor rude ; on the contrary, they areof an intelligent and pier- 
cing mind ; and the relations which thofe of them who ferry 
acrofs the feas give of the various particulars which they have 
feen, are very diftin& and lively. But none of them had ever 
before feen any people clothed, or fhips fuch as ours. As 
foon as I had come into that fea, Í carried off by force from 
the firít illand which I reached, a few of the inhabitants, who 
might be inftru&ted by us, and in(tru& us in the courfe of our 
voyage, concerning the matters with which they were conver- 
fant; and the plan turned out remarkably well. . In a very 
fÍhort time, we underftood them, and they us by geftures and 
figns, and even words; and they were of great ufe to us. 
They never, however, gave up the impreffion, however long 
they remained with us (and indeed they fiill are with us) that 
I had lighted down from Heaven ; and they fpread the notion 
wherever we landed, calling out with a loud voice, which was 
repeated from one to another, Come, Come, and you will fee 
a race of ethereal people! 'The confequence has been, that, 
laying afide their fears formerly entertained, vaít crowds of 
men and women, children and adults, young and old, came 
round us from all quarters; fome offering us meat, others drink, 
with the utmoft and mioft incredible kindnefs. All thefe 
Illands poffefs many boats made of folid wood, and although 
very narrow, yet relembling our boats both in length and form, 
only confiderably more rapid in their courfe. They are man- 
aged by oars only. Some of them are large, others fmall, 
and others again of a middling fize. With the larger ones 
they pafs from one ifland to another, and carry on a traffic 
throughout them all, innumerable as they are. I have feen 
fome of thefe boats or barges which carried feventy or eighty 
rowers [n all thefe iflands there is no diverfity in the ap- 
pearance of the people; their manners and fpeech are alike, 
fo that they all underfiand one another ; a circumftance pecu- 
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liarly important for the purpofe which our moft Serene King 
had principally in view, their converfion, I mean, to the holy 
faith of Chrift. || As far as I can make out, they are very far 
from beiug difinclined toit. lalready mentioned how Icoaft- 
ed along the ifland Joanna 322 miles to the eaii ; and I. am 
perfuaded, from what I faw and heard, that this ifl ind is great- 
er than Englahüd and Scotland together. | It contains two other 
provinces which I did not fee, one of which the Indians call 
Anan, where there are men with tails, and that province is 180 
miles long, according to the report of thofe Indians whom I 
carry along with uie, and who are very well acquainted with 
thefe iflands. The circumference of Hifpana I take to be 
greater than that of all Spain, a Cologna w[que ad fontem ra- 
bidum, if | may reckon as a. fourth of the whole, that fide, 
which I paffed along in a right line from wefi to eaft, about 
540 iniles, On thisifland of Hifpaiia, although I had folemn- 
ly taken poffeffion of all thefe iflands in the name of our in- 
vincible King, I yet fixed upon a fpot more advantageous than 
any other for commerce, and every opportunity. of wealth, 
with a view to the erection of à metropolis, to which I have 
given the name of our Lord's Nativity, and of which, in. a 
more peculiar manner, [ have taken poffeflion for the King. 
There I iminediately gave orders for the building a fort, which 
will foon be finifhed, in which as many men as may be necef- 
fary, with all forts of arms, and more than a year's provi(ion, 
may beleft. Here likewife I (hall eftablifh & carpenter's work- 
Íhop, and leave people fkilled, not only in this, but in other 
arts, partly on account of the great friendfhip and kindnefs 
which [ have experienced fron the King of this ifland, the 
inhabitants of which have been moft amiable and well-affe&- 
ed ; and the King has even gloried in ftyling me his brother. 
If they fhould change their difpofitions, they yet cannot hurt 
thofe who are left in the fort, however defirous they might be 
of doing fo. They havea great dread of arms, are themfelves 
naked, and remarkably timid, fo that the poffeffors of the fort 
may in fa& be faid to poffefs the whole ifland, without any 
hazard to themfelves, if they will keep within the laws and re- 
gulations which I have prefcribed for them. In all thefe 
iflands, according to my information, no man has more than 
one wife, except the Chiefs and Kings, who may have as 
many as twenty. The women feem to work more than the 
men ;and I have not been able to difcover, whether there is 
any fuch thing as feparate property ; for [ have always iben 

thefe 














4 Letter of Chriftópher Columbus. 


thefe people impart to each other whatever they had, parti- 
cularly food, and things of that fort. 1 found no monfters 
emong them, às fome have imagined, but every wliere men of 
a very efiimable and benign afpect. Neither are they black, 
like the Africans : their hair is fmooth and long. Indeed, they 
do not live in a country where the folar rays are particularly 
powerful, being difiant from the equator about fix-and-twenty 
degrees. The cold is very severe onthe tops of the mountains. 
Yet the Indiuns of thefe regions prevent its moft difagreeable 
effects, partly by the ufe of very high feafoned food, of which 
they are extremely fond ; and cuftom inures them to the cli- 
mate. "There are then, as 1 have faid, nomonfters, at leaft 
that I faw; and the only information I received of any 
füch, was of the inhabitants of an ifland called Charis, which, 
to thofe who are failing for India, follows fecond in order 
immediately after the ifland of Hifpaíia. This people are 
looked upon by their neighbours as very ferocious, fo as even 
to:eat haman fleíh. They have many various forts of boats, 
with which they pafs into all the Indian iflands, and carry off 
whatever they lay their hands on. They differ in no refpe& 
in appearance from the other iflanders, except that they have 
long hairlike women. "They make ufe of bows, and cane 
fpears with whetted points, fixed, asI have already defcribed, 
in:the thicker part. From their ferocity, they are objects of 
great terror to the reft of the Indians ; but, for my part, they 
do not.feem to me more formidable than the others. They .có- 
habit with a race of women who are the fole inhabitants of 
another ifland immediately fucceeding Hifpafia, as you fail for 
India. Thefe women are not employed in the common occu- 
pations of their fex, but, like their hufbands, carry bows and 
fpears, and are protected by plates of brafs, with which their 
illand abounds. Lhave been told that there is another ifland 
fill larger than Hifpatia : its inhabitants have no fpears, but, 
like all the others, are overflowing with gold. Some of the 
inhabitants of this, and of the other iflands which I have feen, 
T liave along with me, who confirm, by their teftimony, the 
above particulars. 

To conclude with fumming up, in a few words, the advan- 
tages to be derived from this our fhort voyage and fpeedy re- 
turn, I may fairly promife, that I can fupply our invincible 
Sovereigns, if] am fupported by their kind affiftance, with as 
muüeh gold as they can have occafion for, and as great a quan- 

 tity of aromatics and aloes and rhubarb, as their Majefties d 
thin 
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think proper to require. Ihave no doubt that thefe will be 
collected in great abundance by the men whom I have left 
in the fort, for I myfelf made no longer ftay than the winds 
forced me, except the timeIremained in the city of the Nativity 
while the fort was building, and I was providing for the fafety 
of thofe who were to be left. 'Thefe are very great, and, as 
yet, unheard-of advantages : but they might be much further 
extended, if, as would. be reafonable, a fupply of fhips fhould 
be given me. This great and wonderful field of difcovery is 
far beyond our merit, and can correfpond only to the magni- 
ficence of the Chriftian Faith, and to the piety and religion 
of our Sovereigns, ^ It is notthe accomplifhment of an human 
intellect, but is ttuly the gift of the Divine Mind. [tis not 
unufual indeed with God to liften to the entreaties of his fer- 
vants who love his precepts, even when they feem to be afk- 
ing impoffibilities, as appears to have been his dealing with 
us, who have been permitted to perform what the powers of 
men had never before fo much as bordered upon. For what- 
ever may have been hinted in former times of the exiftence 
of thefe iflands, either in writing or in difcourfe, it is certain 
that it was only by obfcure conjecture, and that no one ever 
afferted that he had feen them ; and accordingly their exift- 
ence appeared merely fabulous. Let then our King and 
Queen, their Nobles, and all their happy realms, and indeed 
all the nations of Chriftendom, return thanks to our Saviour 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, becaufe he has magnified us with fo 
great bounty and victory : let folemn proceffion and other hol 
offices be celebrated : and let the temples be veiled with feí- 
tive boughs. Glory be henceforth to Chrift on the earth, as 
there is glory in the Heavens, for he is advancing forth to 
bring falvation to the perifhing fouls of the Heathen. — Let us 
too rejoice, both on account of the exaltation of our Faith, 
and of the increafe of our temporal advantages, in which not 
only Spain but all Chriftendom will participate. This then 
is à fhort narration of our performances.  Farewell,—Liíbon, 
the day before the Ides of March. 
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